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What has happened to our fair country of Australia? 

Dr Don Batten1 

Last month Australians had the opportunity to vote in a national postal 

plebiscite on same sex marriage. Who would have thought, even 20 years 

ago, that such a notion could even be contemplated as reasonable? Two men 

getting married; really? When I was a child in the 1950s, 80% of children 

went to Sunday School. At the local public primary school, a local pastor 

would preside over the school assembly every week where a hymn would 

be sung and prayers said. 

There was compulsory Christian religious instruction; a part of the normal 
school program. All this was normal for a government-run school. There 

was nothing in the teaching program that contradicted the Bible. Indeed, 

the books used to teach reading were liberally sprinkled with Bible 

passages. Today’s readers contain not one Bible verse. 

Families were dad, mum, and the kids. There were males and females and 

nothing else.2 Divorce was a scandal. Us kids roamed far and wide without 

fear of what might happen to us. As long as I was home by sundown, mum 

did not worry. 

Of course, things were not perfect - far from it - but the police rarely had 

to deal with serious crime, and there was minimal government interference 

in our lives. 

                                                           
1 Managing Director, Creation Ministries International (Australia) 
2 There were a tiny minority of cross-dressers, but they were males liking to dress as 

females (e g.), not a different ‘gender’. I had a great uncle like this. There were also a 

tiny minority of homosexuals (about 1%), but they did not consider themselves to be a 

different sex. They were males who had sex with males (e g.). And they did not flaunt 

their behaviour. There were also paedophiles; I had a brief brush with one at the beach 

when on a family vacation. 
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Since then, various negative social statistics have increased radically. 

After many decades of stability, male youth suicide increased markedly 

from the 1960s, along with divorce rates, theft, assault, sexually 

transmitted diseases, etc. 

WHAT HAPPENED? 

On June 25, 1962, the Supreme Court of the USA declared Bible reading 

and prayer in public schools unconstitutional. This was a culmination of a 

worldwide trend in once-Christian countries to remove Christianity from 

public life: secularisation. Secularism is atheism, the 

word being co-opted by a British atheist in the mid-

1800s to make atheism more acceptable-sounding. 

The universities have long since capitulated to this 

secular agenda. Teachers, lawyers, and politicians get 

their degrees at these institutions, which means that 

the whole society becomes infected with this thinking, 

this Godless worldview. 

The universities were nearly all established as Christian institutions. 

Harvard University’s founding Rules and Precepts (1636), stated: 

“Let every student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to 

consider well, the main end of his life and studies is to know God and 

Jesus Christ which is eternal life (John 17:3) and therefore lay Christ 

at the bottom, as the only foundation of all sound knowledge and 

learning.” 

What happened to change things? In a BBC radio program broadcast in 

1949, the Curator of the Museum of the History of Science, Oxford, said, 

“... I myself have little doubt that in England it was geology and the 

theory of evolution that changed us from a Christian to a pagan 

nation.” 

Why geology? Because it established an alternative history (timeline) to 

that of the Bible, which undermined entirely the Bible’s integrity as the true 

history of the world. And the theory of evolution supposedly explained how 

the incredible diversity of life on earth had nothing to do with God creating 

them; they made themselves by purely natural processes. We came from 

apes, not the hand of God. The Bible was rendered unreliable, and God 
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removed from any involvement with the real world. We were no longer 

responsible to God for our behaviour. 

Following the loss of the universities, Australian schools underwent 

profound changes in the 1960s. A new curriculum was introduced that for 

the first-time taught evolution to all students in high school (the Wyndham 

Scheme in NSW 1962). And so were sown the seeds of the social weeds that 

we are increasingly dealing with today. 

WHAT ABOUT THE CHURCHES? 

Why didn’t the churches resist these developments? Sadly, the leadership 

of the dominant church bodies had become largely liberal in their theology. 

Josef Ton, a Romanian Baptist pastor repeatedly arrested for his faith in the 

1970s under the communist regime, said: “I came to the conclusion that 

there are two factors which destroyed Christianity in Western Europe. One 

was the theory of evolution, the other, liberal theology… Liberal theology is 

just evolution applied to the Bible and our faith.” 

Even the more conservative churches were largely rendered mute by 

belief in the gap theory, which was concocted in the 

mid-1800s to accommodate the ‘deep time’ that had 

been invented by Bible-haters such as James Hutton 

and later Charles Lyell. The gap idea was even written 

into popular study Bibles such as the Schofield and 

Dake’s reference Bibles. The gap theory made church 

leaders think that the long ages of geology were OK and 

could be accepted, so these leaders offered little opposition to the false 

history that was overtaking the universities. 

THE RESULT? 

When I was in middle high school, I don’t think I knew any atheists. Not 

all were Christians, but practically none were atheists. Surveys now show 

that about half of the students of this age in Australian high schools say that 

they are atheists. We should not be surprised. Cornell University biology 

professor William Provine said, “Evolution is the greatest engine of atheism 

ever invented.” 

“Evolution is 
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When the Communists took over a town in China, they would round up 

the people, dividing them into different groups and then ‘educate’ them. A 

Catholic priest, an eyewitness to this process, reported: 

“Now what, I ask, was the first lesson given to the indoctrinees? One 

might have supposed that this would have been some pearl of 

wisdom let drop by Marx, Lenin or Stalin. Such however was not the 

case. The first, the fundamental, lesson given was man’s descent 

from the ape - Darwinism! Darwinism negates God, the human soul, 

the after-life. Into this vacuum Communism enters as the be-all and 

the end-all of the intellectual slavery it has created.” 

Should it surprise us that we are now facing an onslaught of cultural 

Marxism? Agendas such as ‘safe schools’ (which teaches gender-bending 

ideology) and same sex marriage both deny the reality of God creating us 

male and female (Genesis 1:27). And most young people support such 

notions. It is a natural consequence of what they have been taught at school 

(and what they have not been taught by their parents or their schools). 

Ignorance of the things of God is epidemic. 

oooOooo 

Justification is received through Faith 

God desires the salvation of all sinners. Because of Jesus' life, death, and 

resurrection, God justified the whole world. Yet not all people will be saved. 

The reason for this is contained in Jesus' words: “Whoever believes and is 

baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned,” (Mark 16:16). Through faith, sinners receive 

the benefit of the redemptive work of Christ (John 3:16; 

Mark 16:16; Acts 16:31; Rom. 3:22, 28; 4:5). Our 

dogmaticians have called faith the “receiving instrument” 

(Greek: organon leptikon) in distinction to the gospel, 

which is the instrument God uses to give faith, the “giving 

instrument” (Greek: organon dotikon). 

Faith is not the work of man but, rather, the work of God. 

By nature we are dead in sin (Eph. 2:1), spiritually blind (1 Cor. 2:14), and 

the enemies of God (Rom. 8:7). We cannot, on our own, believe in Jesus. 

Only God can bring us to faith in Jesus as our Saviour from sin (1 Cor.  12:3; 
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John 6:44). Faith, then, is not a good work on the part of man (Eph.  2:8). It 

is true that Luther said, “The first, highest, and most precious of all good 

works is faith in Christ,”3 yet it is clear that Luther believed faith was not 

created by man but, rather, by God. He is speaking of faith as the work of 

God from which all good works must flow. 

The Formula of Concord stresses the fact that faith is not a good work of 

man when it states: 

For faith does not make people righteous because it is such a good 

work or such a fine virtue, but because it lays hold of and accepts the 

merit of Christ in the promise of the holy gospel. For this merit must 

be applied to us and appropriated through faith if we are to become 

righteous through it. (FC SD III:13) 

Unbelief loses the benefit of Christ’s redemptive work. God declared the 

world righteous because of Christ’s redemptive work. He offers this 

salvation as a free gift through the gospel. Unbelief essentially says to God, 

“I don’t need what Jesus did for me. I don’t want what Jesus did for me. I 

want what I have coming to me.” To this, Christ, the righteous judge, will 

respond, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 

for the devil and his angels,” (Matt. 25:41).  Scripture 

clearly teaches, “All who rely on observing the law are 

under a curse, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who 

does not continue to do everything written in the Book 

of the Law,’” (Gal. 3:10). Those who reject salvation in 

Christ have no one to blame but themselves for their 

damnation. As Peter said of the false teachers of his 

day, “They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, 

even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them - 

bringing swift destruction on themselves,” (2 Pet. 2:1). 

It should be noted here that faith which justifies is essentially trust or 

confidence in Jesus Christ as Saviour from sin. Saving faith is not a mere 

historical knowledge about Jesus and the facts of salvation. As the Lutheran 

Confessions state: 

                                                           
3 Treatise on Good Works, Luther’s Works, Vol. 44. P.23. 
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The faith that justifies is not only a knowledge of history; it is to 

assent to the promise of God, in which forgiveness of sins and 

justification are bestowed freely on account of Christ. To avoid the 

suspicion that it is merely knowledge, we will add further that to 

have faith is to desire and to receive the offered promise of the 

forgiveness of sins and justification. (Ap. IV:48) 

oooOooo 

Pastor Ziebell’s Report on the ULMA Conference 

held at 

Decatur, Illinois 

28-29 September 2017 

My family and I left Australia on Saturday the 16th of September, and 

arrived at Los Angeles the same day. We hired a car and travelled about 

100kms south to Carlsbad, where we had planned to meet with Pastor Bill 

Mack. Pastor Mack has a small ULMA congregation called Christ the Rock. 

They meet in a room at a local nursing home for divine service each Sunday 

morning.  

Pastor Mack and his wife Patty spent Saturday afternoon with us, and the 

next day we attended divine service with them. We got to meet the 

members of the congregation, and after service I was invited to give a talk 

on the AELC. They are only a small congregation of around 15 members. 

After church we went out for lunch with Pastor Mack and his wife, and 

spent further time in discussion. Unfortunately, their elder, Jim Tate, had to 

work on Sunday morning, and couldn’t attend church. However, he came 

and met with us on Sunday evening.  

The next day we drove an hour down the highway to the San Diego airport 

to catch an early flight back to Los Angeles (a flight time of about 20 mins!). 

Ridiculously, this was cheaper than to drive the hire car back to LA, 

although this did cut out about 3 hours driving on the wrong side of the 

road in traffic that is a little bit busier than our local highways!  

We caught a flight to Nashville Tennessee, where we had organised to pick 

up another hire car. We wanted to drive north to Kentucky so we could visit 
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the Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter over two days. Both are just 

to the south of Cincinnati. I am very pleased we did. Answers in Genesis 

(AiG) have only just recently opened the Ark Encounter and it has become 

a major tourist attraction. To see Noah’s Ark built to scale is mind-blowing, 

and to walk inside and really see how much room Noah had to work with is 

amazing. AiG are doing a wonderful job in proclaiming both God’s Law and 

His Gospel in the Ark Encounter, and have many numerous displays on 

show. They even have a pretty good display set up of Martin Luther nailing 

his Ninety-five Theses to the church door!  

We then drove to Decatur Illinois (about 3 hours south of Chicago) where 

we attended divine service with the members of Pilgrim Lutheran Church. 

They are the founding members of the ULMA, and Walther Theological 

Seminary (WTS) is located there as well. They are served by Pastor Brock 

Abbott and his father Pastor Bill Abbott, and have a membership of around 

900. They hold an early service followed by Bible Study, then have another 

service after Bible Study. We attended the early service and Bible Study. I 

guess there were around 200 present at the early service, and most stayed 

for Bible Study. I reckon there were a few hundred then turned up for the 

later service.  Anyhow, we spent time meeting some of the parishioners, 

before going back to our motel.  

We had a couple free days so we drove around the area looking at local 

attractions. Decatur is called the soybean capital of the USA, and they are 

not wrong! They were right in the middle of their corn and soybean harvest, 

so there were harvesters and tractors and field bins and trucks everywhere. 

It really is amazing how much crop they grow.  

Later in the week the ULMA pastors and officials from the Walther 

Theological Seminary, as well as two ACLC (Association of Confessional 

Lutheran Congregations) pastors and we, met together at a local restaurant 

for tea. This was the official welcome to everyone attending the conference.  

The next day we all came together at Pilgrim, who hosted the conference. 

Alan Ruwe, the chairman of the Board of Directors of the ULMA, welcomed 

everyone and gave a presentation on how the ULMA conduct their mission 
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work. After that, two other ULMA Pastors, Pastor Bill Mack (whom we had 

earlier met from Carlsbad), and Pastor James Shaw from Agnus Dei 

Lutheran Church, Fredericksburg, Virginia gave a report to the meeting. 

Both of these pastors were called by Pilgrim to be mission pastors, and are 

supported financially by Pilgrim. In reality, their respective congregations 

are extensions of the Pilgrim congregation. I was then asked to give a report 

on the AELC, and took quite a few questions from the floor. Pastor Karl Heck 

and Stephen Schmidt of the ACLC (both of whom I, and other AELC 

members met when we travelled to the USA back in 2014) were also invited 

to give a brief report. After this open discussion was held on a range of 

topics. I guess there were around 30 people present. Among the 

discussions, time was spent looking into the ACLC’s request for fellowship 

with the ULMA and the AELC. I also spent some time talking to Pastors Heck 

and Schmidt, discussing the ACLC and the AELC. These discussions are 

ongoing, and it is hoped that these talks will progress to the stage where 

the ACLC will enter into fellowship with the ULMA and AELC. I do not 

believe fellowship will be far away, and hopefully in the near future we shall 

receive copies of the ACLC constitutions etc., for our congregations to go 

through. 

Pastor Brock Abbott also gave a report on the Walther Theological 

Seminary. At the moment, Walther Theological Seminary has one student 

studying, Andrew Apel. Andrew is a member of Pilgrim, and he also gave a 

brief outline of his background. It is hoped he will complete his studies by 

2020. Pastor Brock Abbott also reported that he is in discussions with 

someone else who may begin studying, and also with one or two other 

pastors with congregations who are interested in talking with the ULMA. 

We were also taken on a tour of Walther Theological Seminary, checking out 

the classrooms, library etc. The seminary is really set up nicely, and they 

would be only too pleased to accept students from among our midst!   

The following Sunday we attended divine service at Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church at Forsyth, Illinois. They are served by Pastor Matthew 

Schmidt. Pastor Schmidt was the first student to graduate from WTS a year 

or so ago. We stayed for Bible Study after the service, and then were invited 
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out for lunch with Pastor Schmidt and some of his parishioners. Over lunch 

we spent time discussing a range of issues. We were also invited out for tea 

that night with some of Redeemer’s other parishioners, where we enjoyed 

having another chat. 

We then left the Forsyth area and travelled north-west to Iowa, and spent 

a day in Williamsburg, where Pastor Karl Heck’s congregation, Saint 

Timothy’s Lutheran Church, is located. We then drove on to Des Moines, 

Iowa, to take a flight which began our journey home.  

We arrived home late Friday evening, the 6th of October, after our flight 

out of Los Angeles was delayed for 10 hours.  

Overall, the conference was good, and it certainly was a joy to meet like-

minded brothers and sisters in Christ. It is all thanks to God that we are one 

in fellowship with the ULMA. Discussions on fellowship are continuing 

between the ULMA and the ACLC, and those discussions will certainly 

involve the AELC as well, however, this will likely happen early in the New 

Year. The ULMA and the ACLC are scheduled to meet again soon, and we 

will be kept informed of how those discussions are progressing.  

Finally, thank you to all who supported our trip. It was certainly worth the 

effort. I am in constant contact with them via email and Skype, and I ask 

that you remember our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in your 

prayers, and pray that in the near future, the ACLC will enter into fellowship 

with us. 

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to ask, 

Humbly submitted in His name, 

Pastor Peter Ziebell 

**Pastors in attendance at the conference: 

ULMA PASTORS       

Brock Abbott (Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Decatur, Illinois)    

William Abbott (Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Decatur, Illinois)  

William Mack (Christ the Rock Lutheran Church, Carlsbad, California) 

James Shaw (Agnus Dei Lutheran Church, Fredericksburg, Virginia) 
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Matthew Schmidt (Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Forsyth, Illinois) 

Joshua Reynolds (Redeemer Lutheran Church, St. Clair Shores, Michigan)  

ACLC PASTORS  

Karl Heck (St Timothy’s, Williamsburg, Iowa) 

Stephen Schmidt (Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Litchfield, Illinois) 

AELC PASTOR 

Peter Ziebell 

oooOooo 

I've Been Invited to a Same-Sex “Wedding.” What Should I Do? 

 Sadly, this is a question that many Christians will have to have wrestle 

with sooner or later.  Whether it involves a family relation or friend or co-

worker, there are no easy options for someone who wants to be faithful to 

God and His Word and loving toward his neighbour. 

  Christians know that same-sex “marriage” is sin.  It 

is a clear and blatant rebellion against God (1 Cor. 6:9-

10; 1 Tim. 1:9-11; Rom. 1:24ff).  It rejects His work as 

the One who created us male and female (Matt. 19:4-

6), and in so doing it corrupts and undermines faith in 

His work as our Redeemer, for it is the Man Jesus who 

laid down His life for His elect, the Church (Eph. 

5:25ff).  God is a husband to His chosen people, His 

Bride (Is. 54:5).  The fact that we are created male and 

female is a reflection of the nature and the ways of this God who is love (1 

John 4).  Same-sex marriage, then, is not only the breaking of a 

commandment, it’s a denial and an overturning of God’s order of creation 

and redemption.   

 Where most Christians struggle is how to respond to this sin in a way that 

does not come across as hateful or unloving in our hyper-sensitive and 

easily offended culture.  Family relationships may be involved.  Often, the 

“wedding” will be for gay or lesbian children or grandchildren of long-time 

friends or co-workers.  We want these people to know that we don’t wish 
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ill on anyone and that we care about everyone involved.  So how do we 

show true Christian love? 

 Part of the struggle we have is that we falsely pit 

faithfulness to God and love for others against each 

other, when in fact they are two sides of the same 

coin.  The best way that we can love others is by 

holding faithfully to God’s Word and confessing its 

truth clearly and compassionately, speaking the truth 

in love (Eph. 4:15).  For God’s Word of Law and Gospel 

gives eternal life (John 6:68).  It works repentance and 

the forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:46-47).  It brings true 

peace (John 14:27).  Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but My words will by no means pass away,” (Luke 21:33).  To set 

aside God’s Word in the name of love or for the sake of some supposed 

future greater good is a delusion.  Real love cares for a person’s salvation 

and never condones sin which brings death to a person’s soul (Ezek. 18:20). 

 What is loving is to grieve with parents who are having to deal with a 

child who has openly departed from the faith in this way.  What is loving is 

to encourage them to continue to look to God for help in prayer and to trust 

His Word for guidance and comfort.  And when the people involved 

willingly embrace sin or approve of sin, what is loving is to call them to 

repentance.  What is loving is to point people to Christ who died for all sins 

and who desires that we turn from our evil way and live by His mercy and 

forgiveness (Ezek. 18:23).   

   The truth is that the reason some Christians might feel compelled to 

attend a same-sex “wedding” is because we don’t want to let go of our 

favourite idols.  For some the idol might be money.  A job or a business 

relationship might be at stake.  To such people Jesus says, “You cannot serve 

God and mammon,” (Luke16:13). “One who is faithful in a very little is also 

faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in 

much,” (Luke 16:10).  Others simply want to be thought of well by the world 

and not looked at as the bad guy.  To them Jesus says, “You are those who 
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justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted 

among men is an abomination in the sight of God,” (Luke 16:15; see also 

Galatians 1:10 about seeking favour from men or from God).  Or still others 

want to keep peace in the family rather than to act according to the 

truth.  But to those who bow down to the idol of family, Jesus says, “Whoever 

loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me, and whoever loves 

son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me,” (Matt. 10:37).  Even 

harsher are the preceding words, “I have not come to bring peace, but a 

sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against 

her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person's 

enemies will be those of his own household,” (Matt. 10:34-36).   

Our media-saturated lives have desensitised us to the grave spiritual 

seriousness of this matter.  We’ve forgotten what was common sense only 

a couple decades ago.  So consider this:  Would we think seriously about 

attending a wedding where not just two people were getting married but 

three or four people were entering into a sexual union among 

themselves?  (while not legal in Australia and much of the world, polygamy 

is legal in some countries. What’s to stop the push for it to become legal 

here?) Would we want to be supportive of their choices even though we 

disagreed with them?  I mean, #lovewins right?  Would it really help the 

family to show up at a ceremony that condoned that?  How, then, is a same-

sex wedding any different?  Both reject and corrupt what God Himself has 

given and created in marriage on a fundamental level. 

Some try to suggest that Jesus would go to a same-sex “wedding” since He 

spent time talking with and even eating with sinners.  There is no doubt 

that what Jesus did raised some eyebrows.  But what was He doing in those 

encounters?  He was calling people to turn from their sin to the freely given 

mercy of God.  “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to 

repentance,” (Luke 5:27-32).  Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 

19:10), never to condone sin (Matt. 5:17-19).  No one is suggesting that we 

should cut off all contact with unbelievers or those engaged in sinful 

lifestyles, for then we would have to leave the world (1 Cor. 5:9-10).  God 

places us into our various vocations precisely so that we might show love 
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to our neighbour in both word and deed.  Those relationships provide the 

opportunity to confess our faith in Christ the Saviour.  But it is supremely 

dishonest to think that by attending a same-sex “wedding” you can do as 

Jesus did.  Do you seriously think you’ll be able to call people to repentance 

in that venue where sin is being celebrated and the words of Jesus are 

explicitly being rejected?  

At a wedding you are obliged to congratulate the couple, to smile politely 

and happily at what is going on, to laugh at the jokes.  Being present means 

joining in the celebration, affirming the goodness or at least the 

acceptability of the union.  Under what circumstances can a Christian justify 

doing that?  Plus, when the people involved are ones we naturally care for 

and are close to, there is a very real possibility of being tempted to 

compromise the truth and to be drawn away from God’s Word 

ourselves.  After all, weddings are nice and positive 

and fun.  And there you are feeling like a wet 

blanket.  Being present at such events and witnessing 

the counter-preaching of the world can make you 

question the Scriptures.  The very nature of the event 

whispers to you, “Did God really say…?” (Gen. 3:1).   

In the end there is simply no way in good conscience 

that a Christian can attend a same sex “wedding.”  For 

there is no realistic scenario where doing so does not 

lend aid and support to sin and rebellion against 

God.  There really is no middle ground on this one.  Jesus Himself said 

“Whoever is not with Me is against Me, and whoever does not gather with Me 

scatters,” (Matt.12:30).   

This is a defining issue of our times.  Let us take our place with Christ, even 

in the face of worldly scorn.  For He took His place with us, even unto 

death.  He is our Immanuel, God with us, God who is for us to rescue us 

sinners that we may share in His resurrection life forever.  

oooOooo 
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Grace Alone 

But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just 

as they will. Acts 15:11 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that “people cannot be justified before 

God by their own strength, merits, or works. People are freely justified for 

Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe that they are received into 

favour and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. By His death, Christ 

made satisfaction for our sins. God counts this faith for righteousness in His 

sight (Romans 3 and 4)” (Article IV Justification, The Augsburg Confession).  

Lutherans have been confessing this justification (“being made right”) in 

this way for nearly 500 years. Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that 

people are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, and that we receive 

this by Scripture alone. These is also known as the “Three solas.” This is the 

way that all people are saved. 

Peter (also known as Simon and Simeon) told the Christians gathered in 

Jerusalem (recorded in Acts 15) that both Jew and Gentile are only saved 

by the grace of the Lord Jesus. There are no hoops to jump through. Peter 

was initially answering the claim that if one wanted to be a Christian they 

first had to be Jewish. Some were arguing that if a person wasn’t born 

Jewish, they could become Jewish by circumcision (at least the men could). 

Peter and Paul – who were taking the side against this idea at the 

Jerusalem Council – were answering this in much the same way that Martin 

Luther would about 1500 years later. 

“Grace is freely (gratis) given to the most undeserving and unworthy 

and it is not obtained by any strenuous efforts, endeavours, or works, 

either small or great, not even by the efforts of the best and most 

honourable men who have sought and followed righteousness with 

a burning zeal” (from Luther’s Bondage of the Will). 

This is the legacy of Martin Luther and the living mission and ministry of 

the Lutheran Church. Taken from Scripture, and given voice through the 

writings of Luther and especially the Lutheran Confessions, Lutherans 

share this Gospel of God’s Grace with the entire world. 
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This Gospel, as articulated by Lutherans for half a millennium, has 

changed the world and shaped much of the Western World. 250 years after 

Luther, Thomas Jefferson would write that “all men are created equal.”  Not 

just some men. Not just rich men. Not men who do certain things. All men 

are created equal by God. Just as all men (meaning all people, not just the 

gender) are saved by grace alone. 

Gentiles didn’t have to become Jewish first to be 

Christians, even though Jesus and the first Christians 

were Jewish. No one has to do anything to be a Christian. 

God does everything needed. God forgives sin through 

the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. God creates faith in a 

person to receive this forgiveness through the Means of 

Grace (God’s Word and Sacraments), and God 

strengthens a person through the same means. 

This is Good News. This is Good News to be shared 

with the entire world! 

oooOooo 

What “One Little Word” Will Fell Satan? 

Peter C. Reske4 

Though devils all the world should fill, 

All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

They shall not overpower us. 

This world’s prince may still 

                                                           
4 Peter C. Reske is the senior editor of music/worship at Concordia Publishing House, 

and holds degrees in English literature and historical musicology from Marquette 

University and The Pennsylvania State University. He was the editor of Lutheran Service 

Book and its attendant resources. 
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16 

Scowl fierce as he will. 

He can harm us none. 

He’s judged, for e’er undone. 

One little word can fell him. 

 

What is that “one little word” that will fell Satan? 

Somehow it took me about twenty years to realise that I had no idea what 

Martin Luther was talking about in this line in “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 

God.” Now, a confession: I am a Baptist, not Lutheran - I’m willing to admit 

there may be a real, mystical meaning of the “one little word” that only 

Lutherans can understand. But probably not. 

The identity of this word should matter to us. Most Protestant churches 

still sing this “Battle Hymn of the Reformation” regularly in worship. It does 

little good to know that a single word will take down the raging Prince of 

Darkness if we have no idea what that word is. So, what word might Luther 

have in mind? Is it “Jesus”? 

 When I was a little kid, the only act of spiritual warfare I knew was simply 

to say out loud the word “Jesus.” Somewhere, I picked up the idea that 

demons scatter when you mention Jesus’s name. Maybe Luther’s one little 

word was “Jesus”? 

While it may be a popular and catchy idea to mention “Jesus” for 

protection against Satan, the Bible doesn’t specifically commend that 

approach. The demons themselves are not afraid to say Jesus’ name - they 

even talked directly to Jesus, knowing exactly who He was, (Matthew 8:29; 

Mark 5:7). 

The common idea that “Satan flees at Jesus’s name” may come from the 

narratives in the Gospels and Acts where demons are cast out “in the name 

of Jesus,” (Mark 9:38; Acts 16:18).  

But we know from the Bible itself that demons feel no fear simply at the 

sound of Jesus’s name. Some “itinerant exorcists” adopted this verbal 

formula of simply citing Jesus’ name only to be driven out by the evil spirit 

“naked and wounded!” (Acts 19:13–16). It is clearly not the mere sound of 
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those two syllables that commands Satan, but the authority from God that 

lies behind them (Mark 1:25–27). 

Jesus’s name is not a magic spell used to take down evil spirits. 

Perhaps Luther meant the Word, Jesus Himself (John 1:1). While it is 

certainly true biblically that Jesus will be the One to finally destroy the devil 

in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10), it’s probably not what Luther refers 

to here. 

It is unlikely that Luther would refer to Jesus, the ascended King reigning 

now over every name in heaven and on earth, as a little word (in Luther’s 

German, wörtlein). Indeed, “the Word was God.” 

Ultimately, our hope of victory against Satan’s schemes is secured by his 

final destruction, but more than that, we have hope now. Even while Satan 

prowls this earth like a lion (1 Peter 5:8), we are not at the mercy of our 

supernatural foe. “His rage we can endure” now, before his destruction, by 

another word. 

Martin Luther actually identified the word he had in mind, the one little 

word to fell our foe: “Devil, you lie,” …Dr. Luther sings so proudly and boldly 

in those words of his hymn, “One little word shall fell him.” (“Against 

Hanswurst”) 

Speaking of himself in the third person, Luther says that the one simple 

proclamation that defeats Satan is the simple verdict “Liar.” 

Satan is a “liar, and the father of lies” (John 8:44). From 

the very beginning, Satan has twisted and contorted the 

truth of God into a lie (Genesis 3:1). And from the very 

beginning, Satan’s favourite lie has been to declare 

“unclean” what God has made clean, to declare “guilty” 

those whose sins God has covered. There’s nothing Satan 

wants more than to eat away your faith in Jesus. Satan 

wants nothing more than for you to forget who you are 

in Christ. Over and over, the Bible warns us not to play 

games with this devouring, roaring beast of a being. His rage we cannot 

endure if our strategy is just to disregard him. 

There’s 

nothing 

Satan wants 

more than to 

eat away 

your faith in 

Jesus. 
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The text Luther most likely had in mind was Revelation 12:10, where John 

writes that “the accuser of our brothers [who is Satan; 12:9] has been 

thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.” So there is 

an accusation, a lie - Satan speaks “guilty” against the ones God has 

redeemed. It’s the same lie that Satan always speaks to God’s people 

(Zechariah 3:1). 

The answer to this age-old lie is not to repeat Jesus’s name like a mantra. 

Nor is it simply to remind ourselves that Satan’s days are numbered. The 

answer, for Luther and in the Bible, is to believe the truth, the gospel. The 

answer is to believe the promises of God, that in Christ you are justified 

(Romans 5:1), clean (1 Corinthians 6:11), holy and blameless (Ephesians 

1:4), loved by God (Colossians 3:12), a branch saved from the fire 

(Zechariah 3:2). 

The one, little word against Satan - “Liar!” - is the word of faith. When we 

take all of Satan’s lies, his accusations, his reminders of our sins and place 

them in the blood-sealed file marked “Lies,” it is a profession of our faith in 

Christ’s promises over against Satan’s accusations. This word is “the victory 

that has overcome” not only the world, but Satan himself (1 John 5:4). 

Satan is the grim Prince. He is deadly. He is a devouring, fearsome dragon 

(Revelation 12:9). But he is nothing against “the victory that has overcome 

the world - our faith” (1 John 5:4). We tremble not for him because every 

one of his accusations - “guilty,” “condemned,” “unrighteous” - are shown 

to be nothing but lies before Christ. 

So, the next time you sing Luther’s hymn, sing these words with all the 

more confidence and joy in Jesus. Say with Luther, “I admit that I deserve 

death and hell. What of it? For I know One who suffered and made 

satisfaction on my behalf.”  

“His name is Jesus Christ!!” 

oooOooo 

What’s the legend behind the tune for “Thy Strong Word”? What influenced 

the writing of “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast”? Learn these following tidbits and 

more about some of the most well-known Reformation hymns. 
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“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” This hymn is often 

called the battle hymn of the Reformation, and it is even 

categorised under “The Church Militant” in our hymn 

book. However, Luther intended this hymn to be one of 

comfort. It is based on the words of Psalm 46 and is 

known for encouraging the faith of those who sing it. 

From what is known about Luther’s spiritual struggles, it 

is no wonder he wrote and sang a hymn like this. 

In 1617, “A Mighty Fortress” was sung during 

celebrations of the one hundredth anniversary of the 

Reformation. By that time, settings of the hymn involved 

choir, congregation, and instruments, just like those we use today. 

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word.” The year 1543 found the Holy 

Roman Empire and the Ottoman Empire at war, and Martin Luther 

published this hymn with the note “A children’s hymn, to be sung against 

the two arch-enemies of Christ and His holy Church, the Pope and the Turk.” 

So Luther was clearly influenced by current events when he wrote “Lord, 

Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word.” 

Luther wrote this hymn fairly late in his life and it was one of the last 

hymns he wrote. The tune is possibly based on the same medieval chant 

that is the model for “Saviour of the Nations, Come.” The translation we use 

is by Catherine Winkworth, who translated the hymn in the nineteenth 

century for her Chorale Book for England. 

“Thy Strong Word.” The tune for “Thy Strong Word” is called “Ebenezer,” 

and it is named after Ebenezer Chapel in Rhos, a village in southern Wales. 

But the tune is also known as “Tôn-y-botel” (“tune in a bottle”). Legend says 

that the tune was first found in a bottle that washed ashore on the Welsh 

coast! 

When musicologist and professor Walter Buszin first learned of the tune, 

he ran across the yard of Martin Franzmann’s home and asked Franzmann 

to write a text for it. So Franzmann wrote “Thy Strong Word” to go with the 

tune. 

From what 

is known 

about 

Luther’s 

spiritual 

struggles, it 

is no wonder 

he wrote and 

sang a hymn 
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Reformation Sunday, 29 October 

10.00am HC AELC Service at St John’s Aubigny, 

celebrating 500 years since the Reformation. 

Pastor Ohlson will be preaching. After a shared 

lunch, Pastor Ziebell and Vicar Zabel will be 

presenting short papers with a Reformation 

theme.  

10.00am HC 

11.30-1.00 Lunch 

1.00-2.30pm afternoon session.  

 

ALSO PLANNED:  

➢ Sunday, 22 October, 7.30pm. Reformation Hymn Singing Evening at 

Trinity Oakey. 

➢ Tuesday, 31 October, 7.30pm, Trinity Oakey. Shared tea (could each 

family please provide cold meat, salad etc) followed by a Vespers 

Service beginning at 8.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


